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�   The US Supreme Court Justices  
•  Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Stephen Breyer, Elena Kagan  

�   Presidential Commissions on Bioethics 
•  Harold Shapiro, Leon Kass, Amy Guttman 

�  Top Pundits  
•   Just war theory, Michael Walzer 
•   Bioethics,  Art Caplan 
•   Middle East Politics, Tom Friedman 
•   Humor/politics, Jon Stewart 
•   Economics, Paul Krugman 
•   Politics, Charles Krauthammer  
•   Politics, Matt Drudge 
•   Politics, William Kristol 

Wolpe 

•  Formal definitions of ethics:
•  “Rules of behavior based on ideas about what is 

morally good and bad”
•  “The branch of philosophy that deals with 

morality”
•  “A moral philosophy or code of morals 

practiced by a person or group of people”
•  My Definition of Ethics
•  “How we develop, assess, and express our 

values in the world.”
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We ought to have been 
brought up in a 
particular way from our 
very youth, as Plato says, 
so as to both delight in and 
to be pained by the things 
that we ought.
 
-Aristotle (Nicomachean Ethics, 1104b, 11-13) 
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1.  All of Ethics is about One Thing 
2.  Ethics need not be about consistency. 
3.  Ethics is not (usually) about what we were taught it is 

about. 
4.  Conflicts of Ethics Often are Really Conflicts of Roles 
5.  Ethics are not arbitrary 
6.  Should Ethical Decisions be made with the Head or the 

Heart? 
Two FREE BONUS INSIGHTS! 
A.  On many issues,  people like stricter laws and laxer 

enforcement 
B.  People will violate values in ways that are the least 

transgressive - or, “Why Jews eat Chinese food” 

Wolpe 

Could you do 
anything 
“unethical” 
stranded on a 
desert island?

1. Ethics is about: 
Relationships

Wolpe 
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� We are taught that to be ethical is to be 

ethically consistent
� Is that true?

• Theories of ethics
� Do we have to pick one?
� There are a range of ethical solutions to 

dilemmas
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�  How was ethics defined to you throughout your 
life?

�  Fill in the blank: “Ethics is about making 
decisions about what is ______ and ______.”

�  Most dilemmas are not “right vs. wrong.” �
They are “right vs. right,” that is, they involve a 
conflict of two desired ethical principles.
•  Truth vs. Loyalty �

(Report a violation or protect a friend)
•  Individual vs. Community �

(Needs of patient vs scarce commodity) 

•  Short-term vs. Long-term goals �
(Spend time on career or time with kids)

•  Justice vs. Mercy �
(Meet out punishment or give another chance)

•  Honesty vs. Compassion
Wolpe 

Com
passion

 H
onesty

vs.
“This is gonna hurt like hell.”
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�  Conflict of values is the classic definition of an ethical 
conflict.  

�  However, ethical conflicts manifest not simply because of 
values, but because those values are embedded in 
conflicting roles.�
(Different roles come with different value sets)

•  Responsibility as spouse, parent,vs. worker
•  Responsibility as leader vs responsibility as citizen
•  Responsibility to employee vs responsibility to organization
•  Responsibility to customer vs responsibility to increase value
•  Responsibility to do what is for the good of the patient vs responsibility to be 

honest on the witness stand

�  Ethical life involves balancing competing ethical 
responsibilities

•  Key is to understand the conflicts and define ethical responses carefully

Wolpe 

�  “Isn’t ethics just a matter of �
   opinion?” 

� “Is there one ethic for all time, or �
  does ethics change in time and �
  place?”

� “Why is there so much ethical �
  controversy?”

Wolpe 
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USA and 
Western Europe 

Asia 

Africa 

Latin 
America 
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¤  Kant: Emotion has no place in 
ethics
¤ Actions motivated by positive emotions 

such as affection or sympathy have no 
positive moral worth

¤ Instead, these emotions stand in the way of 
genuine moral acts, which must be carried 
out purely from the rational recognition of 
the duty to follow the moral law

Wolpe 
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This is a basic 
concept in 
Judaism, the 
existence of a 
law should not 
interfere with 
mercy or 
common sense. 
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Igniting the Moral Imagination of 21st Century Leaders 

 
www.ethics.emory.edu 
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